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FOR:  Faneuil  Hall  Marketplace 
Four  South  Market  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 


FROM:  Clarke  &  Company 
380  Stuart  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 

CONTACT:  Wendy  Berk 

617/536-3003 


FANEUIL  HALL  MARKETPLACE:  A  BRIEF  HISTORY 

THE  EARLY  YEARS 

Poised  above  the  Marketplace,  the  grasshopper  weathervane 
affixed  to  historic  Faneuil  Hall  intently  gazes  out  through  its 
crystal  doorknob  eyes  on  what  is  regarded  as  the  earliest  grand 
scale  commercial  development  in  America. 

The  dimensions  of  the  market  were  first  conceived  in  1742, 
when  prosperous  Bostonian  Peter  Faneuil  bequeathed  a  two-story 
bronze-domed  building  to  the  City  of  Boston  as  a  public  meeting 
hall  and  marketplace.   The  scene  of  many  spirited  political 
debates  and  noted  eloquent  historical  speeches,  the  building's 
upstairs  meeting  hall  became  widely  known  as  the  "Cradle  of 
Liberty."   The  downstairs  marketplace  housed  the  city's  wholesale 
produce  market  business. 

Later,  sufficiently  straining  in  the  wake  of  Boston  Harbor's 
trade  boom  in  the  early  1800s,  the  city  saw  the  1826  construction 
of  a  more  spacious  and  supremely  majestic  new  market  hall,  better 
suited  to  the  greatly  expanded  produce  industry. 
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Honoring  Boston  Mayor  Josiah  Quincy  in  name,  the  new 
market's  grand  dimensions  took  on  the  form  of  three  imposing  53  5- 
foot  long  granite  revival  arcades,  with  the  city-financed  Quincy 
Market  Building  standing  at  the  heart  of  the  complex.   With  a 
grandness  enhancing  the  symmetry  of  the  triad,  this  massive, 
domed  central  building  was  devoted  exclusively  to  the  wholesale 
food  industry.   The  North  and  South  Markets,  parallel  to  the 
center  building,  serviced  this  flourishing  industry  by  housing 
offices  and  warehouses. 

Boston's  fall  from  its  position  of  supremacy  as  a  critical 
Eastern  port  city  in  the  early  1900s  resulted  in  a  decline  in 
business  for  the  Marketplace's  primary  commodity  —  produce.   The 
once  grandiose  Marketplace  buildings  fell  to  disrepair, 
simultaneously  with  Boston's  surrounding  waterfront  areas,  as 
business  interests  shifted  elsewhere. 
400.000  SQUARE  FEET  OF  CHOICE  REAL  ESTATE  IN  CENTRAL  BOSTON 

The  planning  heydays  for  Boston's  initial  city-wide  urban 
renewal  projects  in  the  1960s  saw  the  dilapidated  Faneuil  Hall 
Marketplace  buildings  only  narrowly  escape  the  city  planners' 
demolition  teams.   Fueled  by  the  dedicated  energies  of  local 
interest  group  lobbying  efforts,  Faneuil  Hall  Marketplace  became 
the  catalyst  of  a  political  effort  to  revitalize  Boston's 
downtown  area. 

(more) 


History/page  three 

In  1969,  upon  the  receipt  of  a  $2  million  Historical 
Preservation  Grant  from  H.U.D.,  the  refurbished  exterior  facade 
of  the  Marketplace  began  to  acquire  characteristics  reminiscent 
of  its  former  magnificence.   In  1973,  following  intense 
negotiations  and  evaluation  of  proposals,  the  Boston  City 
Council's  Committee  on  Urban  Renewal  selected  the  Rouse  Company, 
of  Columbia,  Maryland,  as  the  developer  of  the  project. 
Faneuil  Hall  Marketplace  enjoyed  its  grand  re-opening  in  1976. 
The  property  became  a  model  for  similar  urban  redevelopments 
nationwide. 
FANEUIL  HALL  MARKETPLACE  TODAY 

Faneuil  Hall  Marketplace  has  recently  completed  a  multi- 
million  dollar  revitalization,  which  incorporated  exterior 
building  restorations  and  interior  changes.   This  program  sought 
to  maintain  the  historical  character  of  the  Marketplace  and 
continue  to  reinforce  the  unique  experience  it  provides. 

More  than  14  million  people  from  the  Boston  area  and  around 
the  world  visit  the  Marketplace  every  year  to  experience  the 
unique  combination  of  food,  fashion  and  fun.   Today,  the  great 
domed  Quincy  Market  building  accommodates  unique  retail  food 
merchants  with  goods  ranging  from  international  delicacies  to 
produce  and  homemade  New  England  favorites. 
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And  echoing  days  gone  by,  the  North  and  South  Market 
buildings  comprise  unique  and  exciting  retail  establishments  and 
offices.   Once  again,  Faneuil  Hall  Marketplace  constitutes  an 
integral  and  thriving  component  of  New  England's  landscape. 
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